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GENT LEM EN, 
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\/V_. me. to Preach. this. Sermon, I cheer 
fully "Obey ; being ready to pay all Poſſeble 
Reſpolt 10 ſo Brave a Country, where; 2 


pay 0.ſo onrable aud Warthy Countrymen, 
ka Noble, and Publich Qualifications 1 bad 


refrded... Chaplain to. Sir Robert Burdett, 
and which. both then and ſince have been pro- 
claimed, all over the Kingdom, by their Inte 


grity. to 5 the Church. and Crown in Both Hou- 
Jes of P arliament; where. _— were Emi- 


Haug g Old England. 


27  fance I \know- that. the wer -y ſans you 


which 12 theNobles and Wi iſe Senators 
of Warwiekſh 
1 


n 8 


7 Hen . fir ft laid. 01 8 n 


great Sage on, Ibave Lived ſeveral Nag 3 
0¹ 


7 ufficient, Cognizance: aud Benefit of while I 


neatly Serviceable,. ' and. abways Joes. 10 the : 
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DEDICATION. 
the Body of its Gentry, and beſt of the Com- 
monalty, 1-the more readily ſubmitted to your 
Requeſt of Printing it; becauſe, where there 


is ſo mich Gallantry and Generoſity, tbere 


will be Charity, and then my Faults will be 
the more readily excusd and pardon l. 
1 You, Gentlemen, have now had the Ho- 


nour of Reviving this Feaſt, adding New 


Vigour and Brisknefſs to your Coumtrymen, 
and giving them a welcome Example of keep - 


ing up the Reputation of the Country in ſplen- 
did Hoſpitality, and moſt uſeful Charity : May 


you be imitated and followed by a conſtant 
confſe of Worthy Succeſſors ; may this Pious 
Practice be for ever bere continued without 
 mnterruption ; and, may we all behave our ſelves 


fo wiſely in our Converſation, and theſe E _P 


Feafts ; that when they ſhall fail, we may be 
admitted to the Triumphant Foys; to Feaſt 


Eierually with the Laifth, and drink our Mine 
New with bim in the Kingdom of Heaven: 
So Prays for you, and all our Comurymen, 


Tour moſt Faithful, and © © 
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SER M ON 


AT THE 
WARWICKSHIRE-FE AST. 


St. 70 HN 13. 34. 


A new Commandment give I unto you, that 
you love one another; as I bave loved 
Jou, that ye alſo Jowe « one amber. 5 


E meet this Day to pay a Sacrifice 
to the Great God of Heaven and 
Earth, that Noble Sacrifice of Praiſe 


and FT Thankſgiving ; as for all his Favours, fo par- 
ricularl for t abundantiy beſtow'd on Us and 
County: A Country ſpacious, and full 

= WI fraught 


age” 
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fraught with the moſt valuable Things : If a Tem- 
perate Climate, Healthful. Air, Noble Seats, a | 
moſt Beauteous Gity, Sumptuous Chief Town; 


with many other Pleaſant Towns, Magnificent 


Churches, with Ancient and Noble Monuments, 


Chriſtal Rivers, Rich Meadows and Fields, and 
young as well as full- grown Woods, with a Land 
abonnding with Neceſſaty and Plentiful Treaſures 
below it, as well as the beſt of 4H forts above: 
If ſuch as theſe be Valuable, theſe are the Things 
of your Country. 

But there are ſtill ſome; more valuable than theſe, 
which are the Riches of that Country, and which 
Adorn and Exalt it highly. above its. Neighbours; 
I mean, thoſe many Brave Men Born and Bred in 
it, Famous in all Ages, in Church and State, in 
Court and Camp: But never more Famous than 
now, for her Nobles and Commons, Faithful to the. 
Crown, CHAMPIONS for the Church, and Exem- 
plary for their Fidelity and Courage in the Service 
of them Both; when each of them in his Station, 
has approv'd. himſelf a true GUY OF WARWICK, 
vanquiſhing the Gigantick Faction, cutting 
off the Heads, and ſtopping the wild Force; that 
is, Conſuting and Overcoming the Daring Argu- 
ments of all thoſe Brutal Chzeftains of Villany, whoſe 
Deſign was only, with David's WILD-BOAR, 
to Root up the Church, that holy Vine, Planted by 

. | 3 . Cod's 


God's Right-Hand; and with their! Horns to gall 
and gore all Men of Honefty and Integrity. 

And after this our Duty paid to our God in this 
his Houle, we are to hold a Feaſt of Joy and Cha- 
rity, and, I hope, an holy Feaſt unto the Lord, 
without Spot, and truly acreptable: A Feaſt of anci- 
ent Uſe and honourable Renown, famous in the 
Reign of Q. Elivabeth; and ſince that time, ad- 
mird and imitated by other Countries: A Feaſt. 
always remarkable for her generous Offerings; 
where the chiefeſt end of the Merry Enjoyment, 
is the good of others; Refteſſiing the Bowels of 
the poor Members of Chriſt, proclaiming our Sence 
of, and Thanks for, theſe great Mercies to us and 
our Country, by noble Generofity, and taking 
Care of ſuch, whom either Nature, or Neceflity, or 
Chance, offers to our Friendſhip and Conſideration. 
Tis true, when, not long ago, the Winds aroſe, 
and Clouds began to gather againſt our Church; 
when Mens hearts were ready to fail them for fear, 
and looking after thoſe” things then coming upon 
be Land, this Feaſt happen'd to be laid by: But 
it's now reſtord by a generous Briskneſs, and free 
Temper of brave Natives; who are-animated by a 
Glorious Queen, a true GODINA, ready to 
Strip Herſelf for her Peoples Eaſe; whom God has 
raiſed to deliver us from Thraldom, to cheriſh us 


— — Coen tener ennans — 
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"* Who gave loco l. the firſt year of her Reign to Eſc her Subjects. 
with 
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with Favours and noble Privileges, and to free us 
from Hardihips : Whoſe Reign, we hope, will be 
ever glorious, her Councils ſafe, her Armies true, 
ſtout, and Victorious, her Parliament (as now) 
earneſtly diligent in her and the Nations Good, her 
Subjects quiet and obedient, her Life Long here on 
Earth, and her Reward hereafter the Right-Hand 
of God in Heaven; and to this all good People of 
Warwick fbire will lay Amen. 

Now, ſince Love and Charity is the great End 


of this Feaſt, I could not Entertain you ona better 


Subject than the Words I have now read to you; 
where we have moſt abſolute Precept, and moſt 
glorious Example; A nem Commandment give I 
unto you, that you love one another; as I have loved 
you, that you alſo love one anot her. 


Our Bleſſed Saviour, when he gave this New | 


Command nent, was drawing near to the time of his 
Suffering; and therefore preparing his Diſciples 
and Followers to expect that great Change, when 
he, in a moſt Barbarous manner, was to be hurry d 
away from them; and conſequently, he prepares 
them for following him in Sufferings and Death. 
And in theſe Words he ſums up even the whole 


of his Goſpel, and in one Command, gives them 


and us a Rule and Law ts Walk by in his abſence, 


wbich / would be the ſecurity of Peace to us, both in 
the moſb trbublous Liſe) nd; tefmgenting Death; 


cit. 9011-3179 vn SN nn S and 
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and indeed, the fulfilling of the Law. A new Com- 
mandment, &c. 1 
In ſpeaking to which Words, I ſhall obſerve this 
Method. x 


= I. Shew why it is here called, 4 New Command. 
ment. | a 


II. Why our Bleſſed Lord pitches upon This at 


his departure from Eartb, to recommend to us be- 


fore all the reſt of our Chriſtian Duties. 
III. What it is to Love, as Chriſt has Loved us. 


= rt. Why is it here called, 4 New Commandment? 
For we find it in the Old Law very fully diſcover'd 

and plainly urg d: As particularly, Lewit. 19. 17. 
© Thou ſhait not hate thy brother in thy heart; thou 
Halt in any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, and not ſuffer 
fen upon him: A very high act of Love is this. But 
plianer ſtill, ver. 1 8. Thou ſhalt not avenge nor bear 

any grudge againſi the children of thy people, but thou 

ſbalt love thy neighbour as thy ſelf, I am the 
And this our Saviour himſelf owned and quoted 


in them, who thought co trapan him ſome- 
way, aſſaulting him with his tempting Queſtion, 


from the Books of Moſes, to anſwer that Lawyer 


th 


i. 


this could be no New Command. 


couraged Revenge and Hatred, ee to Ene. 
mies, under the Law. 
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St. Matth. 23. 26. ſaying; Maſter, buch ic ile 


great Commandment of the Lam? Ver. 37. and ſo 
ON, Teſ ſus ſaid unto N bon halt dove ihe Lord thy 
God, with my thy Heart, and with all thy Sbul, and 
with all thy Mind: this is the firſt and great Tas 
mandment; and, the ſecond is like unto it y thou {hall 
love thy neighbour asthy ſelf, ver. 40. On theſe tm 
Commandments hang all th: Law — the Prophets: 
A clear demonſitation then, that in the liceral ſence 


Before we come fully to clear rhis, it will be 
very proper to remove another lett in our way, and 
Anſwer an Objection ſome may make from ſume 
places of Scripture, which may ſeem to have en- 


1 


Wie find the Jews, whom God was . 
make his Executioners over the Idolatrous Na dom. 
who had. fill d up the meaſure of their Iniquities, did 
generally + hot ic lawful to deſtroy and ſpoil any 


that differ d from their Wen and bl Worlhip 
of the true God. 5 N. 


But this was a veiy great Error i in es Jews: 
Eee, this Severity was determin'd- to thoſe Sen 
Neighbouring'/Countries;” who had ſo long and will- 
fully profeſſed Idolarry; and their Friend tip, 
* and Affi ty, Was only forbid. to thoſe Se · 
* ſores of n Theſe were Ls to be 

OS Deſtroy d. 


„ 


Deſtroy 'd, and they (the Iſraelites ) to enjoy their 


Poſleflions. Dent. 20. 16. But of the Cities of 


theſe people which the Lord thy God doth give thee 


for an inheritance, thou ſhall 28. alive nothing that 


breatheth:: Now he mentions them, ver. 17. But 
thou ſhalt utterly deftroy them, namely, the Hittites, 
and the Amorites, the Crater, and the Perixxites, 


the Hivites, and the Jebuxitet, as the Lord thy 


God bath commanded thee. And after the ſame 


manner they were to deal with the Amalekites, To 
hade War with them for ever, Exod. 17. 16. And 


the reaſon of it follows in the 18th Verſe of that 


20th Chap. of Deut. That they teach you not to do 


after all their abominations, which they have done 


unto their Gods. So that this Command of Hating 
Enemies, and Rooting up Enemies, was not a ge- 
neral one; but it was limited to thoſe aforenamed 
People, and was an eſpecial and particular Sen- 


tence of God, to be at that time executed upon 


them. 


The Tews 1 now. fluſhed b Victory over theſe 
Nations, take advantage from theſe particular Com. 
mands, and miſapply them; accounting it lawful 
to pate others of different Religions, and indeed, 
alt other Nations but their own. | 


But this was directly againſt the Law of Moſes, - 

and a moſt wretched Miſtake of thoſe People of 

the 7 ewe; 5 Which our Saviour higaſelf corrects by 
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his noble Parable of the Man that fell among 
Thieves, when the Prieſt and Levite paſſed by, e- 


and glory in it even before the Lord, Fſalm 139. 


ven the chief Men of that Law, left him and his 
Wounds together, without the leaſt Aſſiſtance or 
Comfort imaginable ; as the Jews uſed to deny all 
acts of Friendſhip and Charity to all thoſe that dif. 
fer d any thing from them: And the kind Samaritan, 
whom he there calls good, tho moſt odious to all 
the Jews, he is the Man whom our Saviour brings 
in ſhewing Mercy on him; tis in St. Luke 10. 33. 
Beſides this, the general practice of the Fews, 
we have ſome inſtances allo of good Men, who. 
have ſeemed to favour this Practice by many of their 
Sayings ; which muſt be cleared alſo; before we 
proceed. N 5 

We find this is a Fault charged upon good Jeho- 
ſaphat, 2 Chron. 19. 2. Should ſt thon help the un- 
godly, and love them that hate the Lord ? Therefore 
is wrath upon thee from before the Lord. EEE 

So the Prophet Micah rebukes the Heads of Ja- 
cob, and the Princes of the Houſe of: Iſrael; as for 
hating: the Good, ſo for loving the Evil; in the 
3d Ch. 2d Ver. . 

And this the Man after God's own. Heart ſeems 
to glory in, That he did Hate wicked Men. Pſal. 
31. 6. I have hated them that regard lying vanities. 
Nay, he ſeems to appeal to God concerning this, 


2.1? 


Tea, I hate them with a perfect hatred, and count 
them my enemies. _ e 

Now, all that is imply d in all theſe places, and 
all others in Scripture of like nature that we meet 
with, is only this, That we are oblig'd to hate Sin, 
That that is Evil in all Mankind, even in our beſt 
Friends, as well as our Ememies. N 


Therefore, it is not the Perſons of Men that are 


to be the object of our Hatred, but their vitious 


Habits only; Atheiſm and Profaneneſs, Schiſm and 


Sedition, Tdolatry and Irreligion ; and whatſoever it 
is that Diſhonours God, that Affronts his Majeſty, 
that Villiſies his Worſhip, and that Defaces his 
Image. | 
| and for Sin's fake only is Friendſhip and Fami- 
larĩty to be avoided with any fort of Men. 
For this cauſe alone it is that David hates the 
Congregation of Evil-doers, and will not fit with 
the Wicked, P/. 26. 5. Nay, for this cauſe he 
vows the Ruin and utter Deſtruction of them, being 


the chief Magiſtrate; Pf. 101. 8. 1 will early de- 


ſtroy all the wicked in the Land, that I may cut 
all-evil-doers from the City of the Lord. _ 


o 


= > 


* 


or their ' Offences, when 


"Nay furor; tis, 14 Juſtice and Execution 


upon the worſt of Men 


commanded by Almighty God, and even upon ex- 


traoxdinary Oceafions, was always to be perform d 
8 G 


without 
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dt, 22. Do not I hate them, O Lord, that batethee ? 
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without Diſrepe& or Malice, or the leaſt Ill will 
ro their Perſons. . od NY 
A notable Example of which we find in Joſbua 
towards Achan; who perform'd the Sentence of 
Death upon him with all imaginable Severity, and 
yet expreſs d all poſlible Kindneſs and Goodwill to- 
wards him. Joſbua 7. 19. And Joſbua ſaid unto 
Achan, my Son, give I pray thee glory to the Lord 
thy God, and make confeſſion unto hin. 


By this it appears, that this Command was not 


altogether a Nem Doctrine; that of Lowe running 


through the whole Law of Mof, es, even to the Cib- 
bet and Execution. | "ER 


- 


It follows. now to be conſider d, how it comes 
to be calld, A New Command. - 

And this appears to be from the Newneſs of the 
Example of Love and the New Mode of the Pre- 
cept. 111 
' he Law of Old requir'd of Men to look well 
to themſelves ;. according to which, we commonly 
now ſay, that Charity begins at Home: But now, 
this Law of Chriſt, this New Law, propoſes the 


ou 


{fame Rule for others too. 


And ſo noble an Example of Love was our Lord, 
that he loved others; that is, the publick Good, 


and general Salvation of Mankind, even better than 


himſelf; better than any worldly Gratification 
whatſoever; and he denied in himſelf, all the Eaſe, 
| P leaſure, 


form of a Servant; doing all the good Turns and 
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pleaſure, and Satisfaction ef this Life, that he might 
gain for us the Glories of a better. 

This is then perfectly of a freſh, and nem Mode, 
a greater tham which indeed has no one ever ſeen, 
and may well be called New. 

Again: Formerly the Word was, Lowe your 
vt 3 your ſelves; but now it is, Love them, 

have loved you : Tis a New Example of Love 
from the Son f God; which, neither Moſes, nor 
the Patriarchs, nor the Prophets, could fully diſ- 
cern, tho they foreſaw a great deal of it; nor in- 
deed, the Angels themſelves perfectly comprehend ; 
for this x that of Chriſt's W ondrous Love to 
us, ſtill they defire to look into. 

As Chriſt is chen an higher and more AY Exems 
plar of Love, than ever was, or could be propoſed ; 
Who in form of God, and who, tho' he thought it 
no Robbery to be Equal with God; yet for Man' $ 
ſake became Man, and of no Reputation too, in 


Services to Men, which-their Wants requird : And 
this to all Mankind : to thoſe that Proſecuted 
him with W Hatred, and inveterate Ma- 
lice, _ * 

This is a new ſort of Love * RP ſuch as the 
like was never before heard of in the World, and 
might therefore well be called New. 


Again, 
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Again, Laws at firſt uſually are well receiv'd, and 
People careful in obeying and living according to 
them; but too frequently, tho 5 be never 
ſo good, in time they become neglected and ſligh- 
ted, and the generality of Men are careleſs of them, 
as of old- faſnion d and indifferent things; ſo they 
grow into Contempt, and in the next Age may 

chance to be quite forgotten. . ee 

But that this Law of our Lord's might be of o- 
ther Conſequence to us and the whole World, he 
calls it here, A New Command; intimating thereby, 
that it is of fuch Value, that it ought to be con- 
tinually in our Minds, always freſh in our Practice, 
green and floutiſhing amongft Chriſtians all their 
Liſe- time, and even to the end of the World. 
Again, New ſigniſies alſo, aft ; and this being 
his laſt Command, he urges it with all the Earneſt- 
neſs of a Dying Perſon; a Law fo worthy, he re- 
commends'it with his laſt Breath, as his Farewel 3 
implying all the impartial and moſt valuable Aﬀe- 
tions, that it might obtain the more upon their 
Minds, ſink the deeper into their Hearts, and be the 
livelier exprefs'd in their Converſations. 

And let this ſuffice for the firſt thing here urged, 
to ſhew why this is called, a New Command; it 


uſhering in now fo naturally the 


2. Which 


 Warwickſhire-Feaf, 15 

2. Which is to ſhew, why our Bleſſed Saviour 
pitches upon This, before all the reſt of our Chri- 
ſtian Duties, to recommend to us at his departure 
hence. | 
And for this, I ſhall inſiſt upon theſe two Rea- 
. 15 | 

1. Becauſe this Duty well receiv'd and practis d, 
would make all the other very eaſze and familiar to 
his Proſelites: And, 55 Woe 

2. Becauſe this is the Riſe and'Motber of all o- 
ther Vertues, the Summary and Characteriſtick of a 
Chriſtian Converſation, and without which, no 
one can be Good at all. Tre | 
1. It. is of that. excellent nature, to make all 
other Doctrines eaſie and familiar. He that can Love, 
can do any thing well: He that does not Love, his 
Actions are good for Nothing. 

The great buſineſs of our Saviour, was to fix 
Men in the Hopes, Expectation, and Enjoyment 
of another happy World and Life; which could 
not be done, without taking off their Affections 
from this preſent evil World: All vain Ambition, 
Pride, and Haughtinefs ; all violent Admiration and 
Doating on the Things of this Earth, he made it 
his buſineſs to quell and mortifie, to diſcourage 
aan pt 5 ee N 


To 
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To effect which, nothing more proper than Hu. 
mility, the effect of this Love ; and a delight and 
pronenels to do all good Offices, which is the exer- 
ciſe and effort thereof. Potion 
- Whereas the Men of this World, whoſe Hopes 
andExpeRation reſt here; who will not love Mercy, 
nor do any Juſtice; whoſe: buſineſs therefore is to 
heap up the things of this Earth, and encompaſs 
Sea and Land; whoſe aim is only to be Great, and 
to be Feared; who furiouſly graſp at That that's 
not their own, and glory in Domineering over Na- 
tions and People, and make it their buſineſs to Rob 
and Deſpoil : Theſe muſt neceſſarily heighten and 
encourage in themſelves, a Scorn of God and. Re- 
ligion, an hatred and diſdain of the reſt of Mankind, 
and a reſolution to do even any thing that is Evil: 
All which is to ſerve to ripen their Fury, enflame 
their Rage, and preventing all ſorts of Pity, to ad- 
vance their proud and unbounded Conqueſts- 
They muſt put off all natural Affection, and de- 
light to do even what they liſt, who will Rule in 
that Kingdom of Darkneſs, and follow the Dictates 
of that Mighty Potentate, who was a Murderer 
from the beginning. 1 BEE | 
But thoſe who are for a better Life, better Works, 
better Kingdom, better Enjoyments, and better , 
Peace than what this ſort of Men afford; let theſe d 
put on that better Temper, of Love and Gentleweſs 
T 0 


* 
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of Patience and Friendſbip, inſtead of thoſe ſourer 
qualities of Hatred, Malice, and Revenge; and 
they will find the Rode to Heaven then very kind 
and aſſiſtant, all other Duties ſo eaſie and familiar, 
and themſelves at laſt ſo Proſperous in their De- 
ſigns, as to enjoy the end of the beſt Mens Faith 
and Hope, Salvation, and the Lord of Life for 
Ever. 

2. This is no leſs than the Fountain and Life of 
all other Vertues ; withour which, nothing can be 
any Vertue at all. 

Por this, next to the Bleſſed Saviour, St. Paul is 
our great Authority, in his Ep. to the Rom. 13th 
Ch. 8th ver. For he that low etb another, bath fulfilled 
the lam: : He that can diveſt himſelf of Rancor and 
IIl- nature, is fit for the Goſ pel. 

Again, having named ſeveral great Commands, 
he plainly ſays, in the gth wer. of that Chap. That 
not only thoſe, but if there be any other Command> 
ment, it is briefly comprebended in this, Thou * 
love thy neighbour as thy ſelf. 

And in the 2th Chap. of the 1ſt Epiſt. to the 
Corinth. iſt and 2d ver. he Summons's this Vertue, 
ro qualifie and perfect all other, even the moſt no- 
oy, in the Chriſtian Warfare ; to wit, the Eloquence 
of Men, and Angels ; the gift of Prophecy, the un- 
rſtanding all M erte, and enjoying of all Know- 
ledge 3 ; ſuch Faith as would remove Monnains ;. ſuck - 

7 a, | 
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Liberality as ſhould fave nothing from the Poor; 
ſuch Reſignation, as freely to embrace Martyrdom: : 
All theſe (he ſays) are nothing at all, without Love, 
theſe can avail nothing, without Charity: Which 
appears a ſecond Reaſon, why our Lord was pleasd BM 
to Command this of us, before all other Dy. 
tles. : 

To which may be added, That ſince now he had 
but a little time to ſtay with them, and conſequent- 
ly, but little to ſay to them; he choſe therefore, 
ſince it muſt be a ſhort one, to learn them ſuch a 
Leſſon, as ſhould demonſtrate them the Sons of I 
God, and Chriſt's Diſciples ;. and this is that leſſon 
of Love. | 283 0 

For, God is Love itſelf, and continually beſtow. 
ing upon all his Creatures, in a moſt plentiful man- 
ner, his Bleſſings and Favours; making his Sm to 
ſbine, aud the Rain to fall, both upon the Juſt and 
Vajuſt ; by whom are all things, and in whom we 
all Live, Move, and have our Being. © ; 
And as for our Mafter and Bleſſed Saviour, the 
Son of God, and Manifeſted in the Fleſh, he has 
apprav'd himſelf the molt abſolute Pattern of Love 
and Obedience, that the whole World ever heard 
of; for, greater lowe thau this has na one known : 
Argument of Preference to this before other Com- 
mands, and to encourage us to fhew the Excellency 
of it, by aur cheerful compliance therewith, in 
wt | 1 loving 
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= wing athers as be bas loved us: Which bri us 
to the 
L | Wt d Thing propoſed to be Diſcour ſed from the 
3 Wor ds; which is to ſhew what it is to lowe as Cbrifl 
has lowed us. 


And here we al conlider theſe three things. 
1. WHOM did our Bleſſed Saviour love. 

2. HOW did he love them, And, 

3- HOW LONG did he Ss them. 


E 1. WHOM he bved. The Diſciples in the 
| firſt place indecd, enjoy d the Happineſs of his Per- 
3 foral Favours and Converſation in the World, 
E when he began to make himfelt Publick. _ 

Now, Who and what they were, and his particu- 
ur Love and Favour to them, in Electing them to 
his high and honourable Office; in ſeparating them 


the Salvation of Mankind; the Scripture tells us. 
St. John 15. 9. As the Father loved me, fo have I 
Loved you, continue ye in my love. Again, in the 
[16th ver. Te hade not choſen me, but I bave choſen 

you ſhould go and bring 


FW and ordained you; that 
forth. fruit, and that your fur ſhould remain, 


D 2 And 


from the World to ſo Noble an End, as to advance 


——ñ . — — — — 
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And theſe were not only mean and obſcure Per. 
fons, ignorant of Letters, and ordinary in Conver- 
lation; but great Sinners alſo : And the Apoſtle to 
the Gentiles, to whom our Lord appear'd from 
Heaven in his Glory; at that very time when he 
called him to that: great Work, was then engag' d 
in a moſt Cruel Perſecution, that he calls. himſelf 
the greateſt of Sinners. Thus he to the Romans, 
ch. 5. ver. 8. God commendeth. his.lowe.to us, even 
while we were yet Sinners, Again, ver. 10. When 
we were Enemies... FEST | 

All we like ſheep have gone aftray ; we have turned 
very one to his own-way; and the Lord hath laid on 
bim the Iniquity of us all, ſays. the Prophet Iſaiah, 
ch. 53. ver. 6. 8 - 

Theſe then that were chiefeſt-in- our Lord's Fa- 
vour upon Earth, and had che benefit of his firſt 
Love, and moſt early Call, were no: only ver 
poor and fow in their Condition, but generally allo 
vile Sinners. As farther, ſaid the Apoſtle to Time- 
thy, 1 Tim. 1.15. This is a true ſaying, and worth) 
of all Men to be received, that Jeſus Chriſt came ini 
the world to ſave ſinners. . 

Nay, indeed, the bowels of this Love he was 
pleas d to enlarge to All Mankind; to all that would 
accept of them; even to the whole World. So him - 

ſelf faid, St. 7obn 3.16. For God ſo loved the World, 
that be gave bis only begotten Son, that V ys 
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EVER believeth in him, ſlould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life. Again, in v. 17. That the WORLD 
through him might be ſaved. 
As in general then the Object of his Love was 
all the World; ſo in particular, thoſe whom he 
loved by way. of Example to us, that we ſhould 
| love alſo, were the Poor and Mean; nay, tho“ 
they ſhould be great Sinners, and our utter Ene- 
r 1 
Nou let us ſee in the | 
. 2d Place, HOW he loved theſe: 4% I have 
loved you. 25 
His love was a true love, and unfeigned; a cer- 
tain, fixed, and unalterable Love; and ſuch ſhould” 
ours be. His love was never in the leaſt diſſembl'd, ©. 
or on the weightieſt Occaſion excus d; ſo God 
loved the World, that he ſent his Son to Save us; 
ſo the Son of God loved us, that he laid down his 
Life for us; ſo he ſhewed Mercy upon us, that 
when we were Enemies to him, he came on purpoſe 
to Save us. | 
The Diſciples indeed, would ſometimes deny, 
and attempt to ſilence the Miſerable People, when 
1 calling upon him for Relief; which he would not 
d ſuffer ; as St Luke 18. That poor Blind Man, cry- 
n- ing aloud to him for Help, when in a great Com- 
d, pany, and on his Journey to Jeruſalem: But our 
58 i ; Lord 
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Lord would nor paſs by without Healing of him ; 
he calls him to him, and recovers his Sight, 

This the Diſciples frequently ſaw: And for 
themſelves, all that love he ſhewed to them, was 
ia deed and in truth, not in words only. He bore 
always a true Farherly Care over them, and con- 
fer d infinite Bleſſings upon them, and continually 
ſupply d them; which they could not but own to 
him when he Eat his laſt Supper with them; that 
when he ſent them without Purſe, or Scrip, or 
Shoes, that they then lacked nothing at all, St. Lake 
22 

He IPD ved them in all Dangers, wrought Mi- 
nth to {ſupport them, and deliver'd them out of 
great Troubles: And when himfelf was Seiz d by 
the Soldiers in Mount Olivet, and taken away to 
be Crucity'd, he gave them the Power and Oppor- 
tunity of ſaving themſelves,and making their Eſcape; 
. owning himſelf to be the * they looked for, 


and ſay ing, I me you ſeek, let theſe go en WW 
St. John 18 8. . 


Thus he loved them. And to the End, which 


was the 


34 Thing to be ſpoken to, HOW LONG he 
= Joved them. 


As long as he lived, while he remained upon 
Earth, and had there power and opportunity of do- 
| ing any r manner of ad to them · 


No 
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No Diſgrace offer d him, no terror or appea- 
rance of an Enemy, nor danger of Life, or neceſ- 
ſity in Nature, or pain in Death, could Eclipſe this 
his Love, and prevent his Good-will towards them; 
But he was Faithful and Kind, Helpful and Lo- 
ving, Merciful and Bleſſing, even to the laſt Mo- 
ment. : 
Let us ſum vp in ſhort now this Love of our 
Lord, T 
We find God the Father ſhewing Mercy to all, 
and ſending his Son to Save all Mankind. p 
We find the Son of the Father, our Bleſſed Sa- 
Viour, no way curious and cautious in beſtowing of 
his Kindneſſes, bur plentifully both in Word and 
Deed, expreſs his great Love to all Mankind; to 
the Poor and Low, the Mean and Deſpiſed; he 
made it his buſineſs to Cover, and Cure all their 
Infirmities. ; 
And where he did not eaftly meet with the Mi- 
ſerable and Unfortunate, he induſtriouſly would 
ſeek them out: And then his uſe was to anticipate 
their Deſtres and Hopes, by very early, and often 
unasked, ſupplying their Neceſſities. _ 1 
Nay indeed, thoſe that were fo far from asking 
him, that they were Strangers, or meer Enemies to 
him: They that neither knew his Power and Good-- 
neſs, nor defir'd any part of his Favour, nor in the 
leaſt valu'd. his Kindneſs ; even theſe he ſhewed 
| great. 
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. reat Pity to, and had Conipaſſion on; to theſe 


went about doing good; among theſe he came to 
ſeek and ſave that wb h-was loft. 

The very Fublicans and Sinners, "Mien. oſt 
Scandalous and Odious to the Jews, from amongſt 
whom alſo he choſe his Diſciples, he was ſo far 
from avoiding, that he delighted ro Converſe Fer 

famnliacly with; and by great Condeſcenſione, and 


moſt wonderful Mercy, he endear d himſelf to them, 
chat he might win chem over to the lovelineſs of 
his Goſpel, and their own Salvation. 


Nay, the rougher Phariſee, his reſolv'd and a- 
1 Enemy, could not eſcape his Favour and 
Friendſhip: And where. ever was made him any the 


Jeaſt offer of Civility, tho' perhaps but an outward 


one, he freely embrac d ĩt; would not refuſe, but 


would go home with them; and there moat] eat, 
drink, ſtay with, and freely diſcourſe thoſe, who 


al he rune were ene and ee to Ruin 
: him... 


This his . were almoſt every day 3 


ſes of; 5 and they could not but ſec, that he would 


perſevere in all theſe Friendſhips, and the greateſt 
Excellencics. of Converſation, ' notwithſtanding the 


Malice, the Il-yature, and the Ingratitude of a fro- 
ward Generation... * 


FT 
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Nothing could prevent his loving of Manking: 
Neither Reproac her, or Scorns ; neither falſe Accu- 


ſations, or open Aﬀronts ; neither the Sin 5 | the 


Careleſsneſs, or ſtubborn humour of the Perſons to 
be loved; no, nor the ill return of Hatred and 
cruel Perſecution for his Love ; neither the publick 
Threats, nor lawleſs Decrees, nor armed Soldiers, 
nor inraged and infatuated People, could ſilence his 
Bleſſings and Prayers, and prevent him from doing 
Good to Men. 

Tho' the Powers of the Earth were againſt him, 
tho the World would not know him, and Mar, 
whom he came to Save, made uſe of all his Facul- 
ties to work his Deſtruction; laid wait to Accuſe, 


and pladly Inform'd againſt him; tho the Chief 


amoneſt them, the Men of Authority, improv d all 


Opportunities to raiſe the Mobb upon him, took up 
Stones ſometimes to throw at him; and tho the 
Body of that Nation purſued him with all the Vio- 
lence and Hatred due only to the deadlieſt Enmity 
of devouring and moſt poiſonous Natures; yet he 
never failed his good offices; and was fo far from 
| fearing, that he ſcarce ſo much as ſuſpected any 
part of this uſage : But as if the return of his Love 
had been what it merited, and a few of them ſome- 


times gave him; that is, Honour, Reſpect, Thanks, 


portunity ; would begin afreſh his Kindneſſes 


and Adoration, he cheerfully embrac'd the next op- 
to 


Feng 
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the very next Miſerable Object that he me 
with. | 
Many ſuch indeed came to him from far, whom 
he receiv'd very kindly; and none ever went from 
him, let their Diſtempers and Miſeries be never ſo 
great, but well Cured, and fully Satisfied. 
Ard in all places where he came, he gave the 
freeſt Invitations, the greateſt Encouragements to 
the Poor, the Halt, the Blind, Deaf and Diſeaſed, 
to come to him for Cure and Relief. 
Nay indeed, himſelf went from City to City to 
look for ſuch, that he might do good to them. 
And tho' his Diſciples ſometimes, and thoſe that 
were with him, did check thoſe poor People for 
their Application, as rude and troubleſome to him, 
(which Thinted before) yet he would not let them go 
off ſo, nor loſe the fruit of their Prayers and Impor- 
tunity; but calling them to him, granted their Re- 
"queſts, and caſed them of their Troubles. 
All thoſe Injuries done him, he repaid with the 
greateſt Courtiſies; and the worſt Enemies he had, 
never receivd any thing from him but Kind- 
neſs. e old 
And tho' he ſuffer d the utmoſt Severity of Ma- 
lice, Injuſtice, and Torture, from the Fews; be 
would not give over to Pity, ro love, to Beſeech, 
and Entreat them to accept of Bleſſing, Salvation, 
and Eternal Life from him. 


But 
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But when they refuſed his Offers, and would 
have none of his Mercy; with abundance of Tears, 
and having real Compaſſion on them, he moſt hear- 
tily bewail'd their Stubborneſs and Infidelity. Thus, 
St. Luke 13. 34. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, which 
killeft the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto 
thee; how often wonld I hade gathered thy Children 
together 4 an Hen gat hereth her Chickens under ber 
Wings, and ye would not. 

And as we fee who they were our Saviour placed 
his Aflections upon, and how cordial and earneſt his 
Love was to them; fo we ſce allo, how laſting it 

was; there was no End thereot. | 

How often ſhall J forgive my Brother, (ſays the 
Apoſtle St. Peter to ourLord himſelf till ſeven times ? 
Teſus anſwers, ] ſay not unto thee until ſeven times, 
but until ſeventy times ſeven : A number of times 
ſcarce poſſible for any, ſtubbornly to offend a for- 
giving good nature, St. Matth. 18. 21. 

Therefore, while there is Life, a power of doing 
Couod, and Opportunities; Love, Pity, and For- 
giveneſs, muſt be in ſeaſon. 

. Tubus it was by our Lord's practiſe; all the Day- 
time, when amongſt Men, doing nothing elſe but 
Good to them; and in the Night, Watching and 
Praying for them. Nay, juſt before he enter'd | 
upon his moſt holy Miniſtry, the great buſineſs of 
t our Salvation, for Forty Days together, he conti- 

| E 2 nued 
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nued Faſting, and imploring the Food of Heaven 
for them. | | 

And ſtill the nearer he advanced to. his Croſs, 
the livelier were the Inſtances of his Love: (well 
repreſented by the Natural Sun, which looks Grea- 
ter and more Glorious in the Setting) He earneſtly. 
then Prayed for thoſe that had laid theic Cruel and 
Violent Hands upon him, and Forgiving them when 
he was affixt to the Croſs; in the midſt of all his 
Torture and Pain, Breathing forth nothing but Mer- 
cy and Love ſtill; Father, forgive them, they know 
not what they do. 

As now, with reſpect to our preſent Love-Feaft, 
the Contemplation of this Infinite Lowe of our dear 
Redeemer, and his wondrous Example, is very pro- 
per; ſo alſo at this time very ſeaſonable; in theſe 
days of Advent, in which the Wiſdom of our Holy 

> Caurch in her proper Offices, has determined our 
Thoughts to the joyous ends of his coming into the 
World; that we may aright welcome him here, and 
with Innocence and Lowe, keep that great Feaſt o 
his Nativity. | | 
He, the Lord of Life, comes hither to Dye for 
us; and indeed, to be to us all in all in this Life; 
Bread to the Hungry, Cloaths to the Naked, Li- 
berty, to the Fetter d, and Riches to the Beggard ; 
Health to the Diſeaſed, and Strength to the Feeble ; 
Light to the Blind, and Courage to the Depts 
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Eife to the Dead, and Deliverance to thoſe under 
the Power of Satan : Ihus did our Savour love us. 
He comes hither to be a Saviour unto us; to fave + 
us from all our Sins; from the pain and torment of 
Guilt; from the Plague of Divine Wrath; from the 
Wiles and Darts of the Devil; from the uneaſineſs 
of this World; from the Faintings and Convulſions 
of Nature; from the Power of the Grave, and” 
Sting of Death; and from the wide and unmetci- 
fal Jaws of Hell: Thus did our Saviour love us. 
And when he had Suffered for us, and ſatisfied for 
all our Sins, he aſcended in triumph to the Father 
in Heaven, and from thence ſent the Holy Ghoſt, to 
exalt his Kingdom within us; to make us New Crea- 
tures; to renew us to Repentance; to aſſiſt our 
Endeavours, and perfect our good Works; to re- 
lieve all our Infirmities, to comfort us in Diſtreſſes, 
and to ſeal us to the Day of Redemption: Ihus did 
our Saviour love us. 
And tho Death muſt overcome us, yet he will 
raiſe us up again at the latter Day; when he will 
gather us, and all thoſe that continue true to him, 
from the miſerable, and receive unto himſelf, to be 
| With him where he is: Thus does he love us. 
Io ſum up all. The Uſher and Meſſenger of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, St. John Baptiſt, whoſe Office was to 
prepare and make ready the Way before him, called 
all to their Duty on that reſpect with theſe words; 
Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. 
| From 
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From him then we all ſee our preſent Duty. The 
great End of all his love was to bring us to Repentance: 
He comes a Saviour and Redeemer to none but thoſe 
that will Repent ; and if we be perſwaded ſo todo; 
to hate all Sin, and with true Faith in him, to do al 
ve can to ſin no more; and to take care to love, as be 
has loved us; this is all he requires of us as a return 
for all his Love, 
Let then the place for his Throne be ſwept clean 
and garniſhed ; let our Hearts be purged of al thoſe 
Devils; thoſe Evi Spirits of Envy, and Rage, and 
Malice : of Luſt and Covetouſneſs; of LAS. 
Affections; thoſe Legions that have too long polleſt 
us: And let nothing «8; true Love, the Love by, God, 
| of Righteouſneſs, and of one another, remain * 
| us; and then He, the Lord of Life, will ſpeedily 
| come, and keep his Court in our Hearts, and we 
ſhall perpetually enjoy the Feaſt of a good Conſci- 
ence, that Heavenly Banquet, not of Meat and 
| Drink, but of Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
In a Word: We all pretend tobe Chriſt's Diſci- 
ples, and we hope to be Saved by him; and if we 
be in earneſt, we muſt be true F ollowers of him: 
Let us go away then, and dolikewiſe ; as our Lord has. 
lowed us, ſo let. ns love one another. 
Which if we do, we muſt not think any are un- 
worthy of our love; let him be Poor, or Rich; 
Wife, or Fooliſh; Good, or Bad. We are not to 
refuſe our Love to the Miſerable, becauſe they are 


not 


4 


Again, this we are to do in Truth; do as our 


_— 
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not our ben or Acquaintance, or of our - 

ty, Or 7: or Country : But if in Want, we | 

are to Relieve them; and that for God's ſake, as the 
poor Begg 3 and for Chriſt's ſake ;, who, when we 
were Strangers and Foreigners, and Haters, and E- 
nemies to him, was pleas d ſo to love us, as to lay 
down his Life for us, 
Not therefore what he js myſt we enquire, but ra- 
ther what his Afflictions are, and how we are ca- 


paciated to Aſſiſt and Relieve him, when any ſuch i = 
fairly repreſented to us. 


9 : 7 , , 
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Lord has done to us; not to talk of it only, and 
in lean Cy to wiſh it; bur we muſt go a- 
bout it preſently, diſpatch it carneſtly ; and as our- 
Lord himſelf he did, to thoſe that ſtood i in need 

of him Effectually. : 

And all this we are to do toour "TEM end, never 
to be weary of thus Well doing, but to hold out 
to the laſt. 

Nay, from our Bleſſed Lord's Example, we are to 
be ready even to lay down our lives for our Brethren: 
Not that we are to throw away our Lives and Be- 
ings, for, and inſtead of any wicked and common 
- Villains; but that we are 4 diſcharge the duties 
of Love and Friendſhip to our Brethren, be they 
who, or what they will, and to one another, by 
the Command and = Bow: of our Lord and Maſter, ._ 
tho' it ſhould happen to be in danger of our own ni 
Peace and Eaſe, or indeed of Life it ſelt. Which 
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E "Which — A& of Love is 7 5 moſt noble de. 
bb -nichfiraciel of a good Chtiſtian; the - moſt natu- 
V tal and eaſie efforr of an hedkſt Mind; and indegg, 
*the only, way of Serving God; of proving our 
Fach in the "Bleſſed Jeſus, of Honouring him 
! before Men, and of Glorifying him for his Mercies 
and Favours to us and our Country; I mean, the 
exerciſe of Brotherly Love, and delight in ſh 
Nercy. "Nay, of ſuch value is this 10 ſo high a 
Price in the Eyes of our Lord, that he reckons it to 
be the greateſt degree of Love and Service that can 
' be done to himſelt; and accordingly hereafter he 
will reſent it. as ſuch, when he will come again and 
call all Men to Account, and Reward them; for theſe 
are his Words, Inaſmneb as ye hade done it unto 
= theſe, ye have clone it unto ea Great Encourage. 
ment for us to love one another, as he has loved ur. 


| 
| 


X& 1. whom with the Farber and bleſſed Spirit, be 
| 7, aſcribed of us and all Men, Glory, Honour, 
8 Power, Might, Majeſty and Bominion, As 4 
_ ver, and TO Amen 
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